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Mum works on day off

Personal carer puts needs of elderly clients before own in wake of flood
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WITH her home flooded to the
roof and most of her family’s
possessions ruined, no-one
expected Shannon O’Doherty to
turn up for work.

She wasn’t even on the roster
for the day East Ipswich residents
fell victim to their worst floods in
living memory.

This mother of two,
five-month-old Emmy and
two-year-old Rhys, was concerned
about her clients, some of whom
had also been affected by the
devastating flood.

Ms O’Doherty is a personal
carer with RSL HomeCare in
Ipswich.

“I went in to work on
Wednesday (January 12) to see if
there was anything that needed to
be done,” she said.

“I help people with daily living
in their own homes — most are
elderly.

“I was at work on the Tuesday
and came home at lunchtime. It
was pouring down rain.

“As soon as the water started to
rise, my husband and I took our
children to safety, saving as many
of our children’s belongings as
possible.

Heroes

“I'ran out of time to save most of
my belongings before we had to
get out.

“By the time we got the car
packed and got home from my
mum’s about 3.30pm, the water
was up to the driveway.”

The rental home they had lived
in for 18 months gradually
disappeared under the flood.

“It’s quite a mess inside,” Ms
O’Doherty said.

“We got out mainly stuff for the
kids and photos.

“We’ll be looking for somewhere
else to live.

“We got all our bond back
because the house is unliveable.”

Until they receive an insurance
payout, which could take a month,
the family is staying with
Shannon’s mother.

“Rhys is taking it a bit hard. He
keeps asking ‘when are we going
home?’,” Ms O’Doherty said.

Community Care manager Julie
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CARE FACTOR: Flood victim Shannon O’Doherty, with her children Emmy and Rhys Denton, displays an
amazing work ethic. Photo: Sarah Harvey IPS030211SHANO9B

those who needed us.

“In some cases RSL Care staff
had to help clients to evacuate
their houses and escort them to
their loved ones or safe ground.”

with all of our clients as some of
them were evacuated to different
locations,” Ms Ashby said.

“But we did the best we could,
bringing help and support to all

Ashby said Ms O’Doherty was
among the heroic carers who
decided to come to work under the
most trying circumstances.

“It was hard to keep in touch
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for 2010 CX-7 Classic auto.
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lan Boettcher Mazda i5risbane R, Bundamba  Ph: 3282 2722

This advertisement is a manufacturer’s advertisement and vehicles must be bought from dealers. # Recommended Promotional Driveaway Price for 2010 Mazda3 Neo manual, Sedan or Hatch. ~ Recommended Promotional
Driveaway Price for 2010 Mazda BT-50 4x2 Single Cab Chassis DX manual. + Braked towing capacity subject to State or Territory reqgulations and subject to manufacturer’s specifications. 8 Recommended Driveaway Price

ALLOY TRAY '~ ALLOY WHEELS
POWER WINDOWS & MIRRORS

2.5 litre common rail turbo
diesel engine
Remote central locking
Dual front airbags
CD player (MP3 compatible)
with Aux input

2.25 Tonne Towing capacity+

MaZD3F 3 reo

2.0 litre 16V DOHC S-VT engine

Dynamic Stability Control

Traction Control System

Power windows and mirrors

ABS with EBD and brake assist

Trip computer  Air-conditioning

CD Player (MP3 compatible)

Plus metallic/mica paint at no extra charge

=27990"

DOR/IVEANAY

2.5 litre 16V DOHC S-VT engine
5-speed Activematic

17 inch alloy wheels /> Cruise control
Climate control air-conditioning
6-disc CD player (MP3 compatible)
Front, side and curtain airbags
Reversing camera

Dynamic Stability Control

Plus metallic/mica paint at

no extra charge

5-speed manual

Air-conditioning

-36,990"

DOR/IVEANAY

A/H call Roy McKinty Jnr
on: 0414 930 824
www.iboettcher.com.au
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